AUTHOR Q&A
In this novel, the Kopp
sisters are reunited just
after the war, under
circumstances they
couldn’t have predicted.
Is this part of their story
true?
I made some modifications to
the timeline, but in general, this
is what really happened. After
the war—just not immediately after, as I tell it in the book—their brother Francis
died unexpectedly, and the Kopp sisters really did sell their farm and move to
Hawthorne to live a couple doors down from Bessie and the children. I made the
events a bit more dramatic and dire, but it is clear that this tragedy affected all
of them profoundly.

In the first few pages, we learn that Fleurette turns to a line of work that
doesn’t even exist today—that of a “professional co-respondent” in
divorce cases. Was this a widely understood occupation in those days?
It was! I mean, it was a scandalous and shocking occupation, but it was well enough
understood to frequently turn up in newspapers. I read a few wonderful confessional
articles with headlines like, “I Was the ‘Unnamed Blonde’ in Hundreds of Divorce
Cases.” The idea was that if a couple wanted to divorce, but they had no legal
grounds to ask a judge for a divorce, one of the two parties—usually the husband—
would pretend to have an affair. He’d hire a woman to pose as his girlfriend, the two
would be photographed by a detective who was often in on the deal, and then the
photographs would be presented to a judge as evidence of adultery. That would be
sufficient grounds for the wife to sue for divorce.
The term “professional co-respondent” means that the hired woman was the
co-respondent to the divorce lawsuit brought on by the wife. She would usually
be unnamed in the lawsuit, or perhaps she’d give a false name, but she was basically
just hired to play the part.
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I do have some scant evidence that Fleurette might have done some this work in the
1920s. I can’t say with any certainty, but there’s a bit of rumor and innuendo in the
historical record. What I do know is that all three Kopps worked with John Ward’s
law firm, and he was most certainly involved in many divorce cases.

It seems like all three Kopps are trying to find their footing following the war.
Was this common for women after the turbulent events of the previous few
years?
Definitely. I’ve read many collections of letters and diaries from women who served
in World War I in some capacity, whether at home or abroad. The war represented a
huge change for women. They stepped into roles that many of them couldn’t have
imagined previously—and they didn’t want to go back. A lot of women who served in
Europe as nurses or aides chose to stay there to help the refugees returning from the
war because they’d had a taste for adventure and couldn’t imagine going back to their
old lives.

Your novel starts in 1919, and the Spanish flu pandemic gets a mention right
away. Were you thinking about the COVID-19 pandemic when you wrote this
book?
I finished this novel just as our pandemic started, and I’m glad I didn’t have a chance
to ruminate over it too much. I wouldn’t have wanted to write a historical novel that
was overtly looking at 1918–19 through the lens of 2020. It would’ve been so easy to
drop in mentions of masks and quarantines to draw the obvious comparisons and
contrasts to modern times. But before our pandemic started, I’d already made the
decision to keep the Spanish flu in the background. It’s acknowledged in ways that
are relevant to the story, but it doesn’t take over. I wanted this story to be about the
Kopps and their journey, not about the broad sweep of historical events.

One of the battles the Kopp sisters fight in this novel is with the bank
where Francis’s widow Bessie is treated very badly. Where did the idea
for this conflict come from?
I think we tend to forget that until quite recently, women didn’t have full rights where
banking, finance, and property transactions were concerned. When I talk to book
clubs, it’s very common for a woman in the group to tell a story about how she
couldn’t get a bank loan or a credit card in her own name in the 1970s. That’s very
recent! It would’ve been easy for a banker to simply dismiss any woman who wanted
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to do business concerning her deceased husband’s account. There was no law
protecting us and very little we could do legally to secure our rights.
While these particular events are fiction, they’re very much based on the way
women were really treated when they were divorced, widowed, or for whatever
reason had to haggle over their ownership of money and property.

And finally, what about the ending? Without giving too much away, are we
seeing a glimpse of the Kopp sisters’ real future here?
I’m happy to say that I am returning to their true story with the ending of this novel!
I’ll leave it a bit vague to avoid spoilers, but yes, the ending of this novel does in fact
hint at what the Kopps were actually up to in the 1920s. It only gets better from here!

Please visit www.amystewart.com/bookclubs
for more resources, historical photos, and information.
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