DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
1. The excerpt from the Richmond Times Dispatch (vii) provides immediate context for the
National Service Schools. Did the last sentence stand out when you first read it? Did it seem
to foreshadow something? How do you react differently reading the epigraph after finishing
the book?
2. Constance is still having trouble adjusting to her more domestic life. She even looks for her
whistle to direct traffic on their way into camp. Norma notices and says, “Go ahead and order
them out of the way. You like to be in charge” (15). How did it feel seeing Constance’s listlessness here compared to the previous books?
3. On pages 22–23 the registration questions are read to Constance. These are the real questions that were used to register women to the National Service Schools. Which questions
stood out to you the most and why? Which answers make Constance feel discontent and less
empowered?
4. Constance describes the scene at the school: “The place had the air of a summer party, in
spite of the early March chill, and seemed far removed from the fighting in France or, for that
matter, the very idea of war” (28). The disconnect between the camp and the war is brought
up many times throughout the book. Why does it seem so far removed? Does that change
throughout the duration the story?
5. What is specifically appealing to Beulah about joining the National Service School? How
is this community of women different or similar from her community of women on Mayo
Street?
6. Mrs. Nash shares a little about what the women will and will not be doing, saying “there is
no intention of producing a modern Amazonian corps” (41). What were the women’s expectations before attending? Do you think they were truly surprised they wouldn’t be treated equal
to the men? For the more privileged attendees, why do you think they signed up for this camp
instead of some other summer social activity?
7. “There are times when I find the law to be more of a hindrance” (293). Usually Constance is
teaching others, but what does Nurse Cartwright teach Constance?
8. There is a discussion on page 311 about Miss Rankin: “Besides, she’ll be criticized no matter what she does. If she votes in favor, they’ll say that there’s no need to put a woman in office if she’s only going to vote as the men do. If she votes against war, they’ll say that women
are too soft to make the difficult decisions.” How does this compare to how women in positions of power are viewed today? And how does the media’s representation of Miss Rankin
sound similar or different to how women are represented in the media today?

9. “It’s my camp. We’re going to train for war” (323). This change in Constance’s behavior is
where we see the character most like the Constance we have seen in previous books. What
sparked this change the most? Where does her confidence come from?
10. Beulah asks Constance: “Why are you waiting for her to tell you what you’re going to
do and who you’re going to be? Can’t you work that out for yourself? . . . Why don’t you decide what you want and do the asking yourself? . . . What I’m trying to say is, you can’t wait
for somebody else to decide whether you get another chance. What if nobody ever does?”
(304–305) Why are these questions so hard for Constance to hear, and to answer? Why does
it seem hard for Constance to be challenged by Beulah? Are you surprised by Beulah’s perspective and understanding?
11. Near the end of the novel, Constance picks up Beulah from the nurse: “Constance looked
at Beulah and the nurse, puzzled over the easy manner they had between them” (321). Did
Beulah and Nurse Cartwright’s relationship surprise you? How do you think they help each
other? Why does Beulah feel so safe with her? Why is Constance so surprised?
12. Maude Miner says, “I’ve never been prouder of this country’s daughters than I am right
now” (337). Why was it so important for her to see the women’s training in person, even if she
thought, at first, it was a detriment to their cause? What did it show her personally, and what
does she hope it will show men?
13. Were you as surprised as the other characters to find out Norma’s pigeon project will be
involved in the war effort (338)? What role, if any, did her confidence play in this result?
14. On page 340–341 we find out Constance’s plan to go to Washington and ask for what she
wants instead of waiting to be asked. Do you think it’s realistic?
15. The epilogue is set six months later and only focuses on Beulah and Nurse Cartwright.
What did you think about this ending?

