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WICKED BUGS

“A word of warning: Some of the descriptions “A fun little book with its throw-back cover, black-

ahead might trigger your gag reflex.” and-white etchings, and antiqued off-white pages:
—TERRY GROSS, NPR’s Fresh Air : D) It looks like a curious volume dug up from some

. . . b
“Are you trying to scare us?” dusty Victorian library . . . Stewart’s knowledge and

— LINDA WERTHEIMER — KXKZ ( research are extensive, and more importantly, she has
NPR’s Weekend Edition I the ability to make natural history and entomology

s | likes the dark sid A bae M vivid. She’s also a great storyteller, bringing to life the
tewart] likes the dark side . . . A true bug, Ms.

) ) troubling encounters of mankind with insects.”
Stewart acknowledges, has six legs and wings,

—Creative Loafing Atlanta
like all insects, as well as piercing and sucking

mouthparts. And wicked, she makes clear, lies “Some make you shudder. Others make you gag. All

in the eye of the beholder, whether you're a of them are fascinating vignettes of our battles with
the small creatures that vastly outnumber us on Earth. The bug
tome is her 2011 follow-up to Wicked Plants, and both are full of

engaging storytelling.” — Weekly Alibi

Roman with scorpions falling into your eyes or a Marylander
with stink bugs falling into your hair . . . In fact, no bug is truly
wicked. It is just eating.” — The New York Times

“I read your book, and I'm all itchy.”

“A cavalcade of terrors . . . [Wicked Bugs] makes for an
—DAVE DAVIES, NPR’s Fresh Air

entertaining tour of creepy-crawly territory.”
—The Washington Post “I should have known it would gross me out, in a deliciously
“If you've got an insect phobia, this probably isn’t the book for creepy kind of way. It’s everything you didn't know you didn'
you. But if not, dig in, as Stewart gleefully archives more than want to know about insects” —Knoxville News-Sentinel
100 of earth’s creepiest crawlies.” —Entertainment Weekly “A fascinatingly dark look at the world of wonders that buzzes,
“With wit, style, and exacting research, Stewart has uncovered burrows and reproduces all around us . . . Stewart’s research is

the most terrifying and titillating stories of bugs gone wild.” prodigious and her writing precise, whether she’s telling the tale

— The Boston Globe of a caterpillar that looks like a tiny Persian cat or more about

fleas than you ever wanted to know. Read this book and you’ll
“I found the wild tales in Amy Stewart’s Wicked Bugs deliciously

always keep your gardening gloves on . . . Stewart concentrates
entertaining. They read like educational thrillers . . . [They are]

on scarily diabolical bugs, to great effect.”

graphic, witty, sometimes humorous and always compelling.” — The Seattle Times
—Houston Chronicle / o
“Stewart offers witty capsule biographies of dozens of chitin

[Stewart] wrote this book to scare the bugs out of you... horrors, from the African bat bug to the tsetse fly, with plenty of

Stewart is not an entomologist, but she is a consummate . . . .
8ISt shout-outs for the spiders who haunt our nightmares, including

storyteller with a curious mind.” — The Oregonian . .
Y 9 such familiars as black widows and brown recluses.”

—Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

WICKED PLANTS

“Bram Stoker meets Agatha Christie in this “Amy Stewart has done it again . . . Wicked Plants
sophisticated little brew of botanical bogeymen.” has crazy Nazi scientists, murderous Russian spies,
—NPR.org poison arrows, and plenty of hallucinations . . .

“Tys . S . You will be drawn into the stories of plants like
Deliciously eerie . . . Entertaining, informative—

and a little unseteling” —Los Angeles Times killer algae, jimsonweed, and some thing called

marijuana. I can’t wait for the movie to come out!”
<« . .
[Stewart is] a smart gardener who is drawn to the —Fine Gardening magazine

plant kingdom’s criminal element . . . Nibble at

your peril . . . After reading Wicked Plants you'll ‘A fond look at destructive and nasty plants . . .

probably—if briefly—look at every inhabitant Stewart writes with humor and respect . . . If you

love Edward Gorey and Halloween, this book is

of your garden with caution.” )
for you” —The Seattle Times

—The Philadelphia Inquirer
“Stewart, the best-selling author of Flower Confidential, has

“Comprehensive and lavishly illustrated . . . Seamlessly mixing

. .. .. brought us a fascinating botanical lexicon loaded with plants
the arcane with the anecdotal, Stewart is intent on entertaining & & p

. . . . that ‘kill, maim, intoxicate, and otherwise offend’. . . Each entry
as much as informing . . . Stewart has written a not-too-serious

guide to the evils of the outdoors in a book filled with facs o includes compelling historical tidbits and anecdotes . . . I found

savor and quote.” — Richmond Times-Dispatch this wicked little book a delight, and you will, too.”

—CHRIS LIVINGSTON, Summer’s Best Reads
“[Stewart] entertains us again with her wit and wisdom.” on NPR’s Morning Edition
—Chicago Sun-ITimes
“Dangerously addictive.” —O: The Oprah Magazine

“[A] who’s who of fearsome flora . . . Stewart is so good, as in her

“Thi . . .
. . . . . is captivating page-turner is a walk on the dark side of plants
previous books, at cutting straight to the most interesting stuff.” P & pag P

— The Boston Globe as entertaining as any bestselling whodunit.”
' —Houston Chronicle
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FLOWER CONKFIDENTEAL

“Attains the uncommon rank of a nonfiction “Fascinating . . . A book that’s bound to have a

u MEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

book that is equally rewarding to the reader for { B long shelf life.” —Parade

its storytelling as it is for its content . . . If books

“A kind of gee-whiz, hi k
had genetic lines, Flower Confidential would 1N of gee-whliz, everything you never knew

about the flower business book.”

carry its pedigree from Anthony Bourdain’s - 1 Wi —_CBS Sunday Morni
Kitchen Confidential and Michael Pollan’s (o OwWcEr naay sorning

The Botany of Desire.” —USA Today S lfl (.’[ en t‘l(l[ “Utterly fascinating . . . A surprisingly fast-
; paced narrative . . . [Stewart] has the soul of

<« . k) .
Eye opening . . . Stewart’s journey takes us down . .
ye op & ) Y L an unrestrained flower lover, the moxie of an

many’s uch pat}'ls, all connected by her own investigative journalist . . . Flower Confidential
curiosity and highly readable prose . . . We know Amy Stewart often enthralls but also opens eyes.”

so little of the ways simple daily items are brought —Seattle Post-Intelligencer

to us that such a book helps us grasp our modern
world. Who knows? Flower Confidential may compel us “This is not your mother’s flower garden . . . Stewart is an acute
to return to something purer, more local.” observer and intelligent writer, and Flower Condential is a
—The Washington Post Book World compelling read.” —San Francisco Chronicle

“Engaging and scrupulously reported.” “Stewart prompts shoppers to think hard about where their stems
—The New York Times Book Review come from and how they got to market. The book may just get
readers to see bouquets in a whole new light.”

‘A quirky but entertaining book . . . [Stewart] is the good- —Los Angeles Times

natured outsider—occasionally dishing the dirt but usually
celebrating the beautiful things that grow in it.” “Thanks to her extensive research, Flower Confidential is as laden
—The Wall Street Journal with floral info as a pollenbearing bee . . . Like Susan Orlean,
author of 7he Orchid Thief, and Diane Ackerman (Natural

Stem-tastic ... . [A] thorns-and-all expose of the blossom History of the Senses), Stewart is a storytelling journalist who uses

business.” —Enzertalnment Weekiy people to illustrate her points. In Flower Confidential she details

“The facts are surprising and intriguing. But it is the way nature the triumphs and trials of nurserymen and hybridizers alike.”
writer Stewart packages them makes Flower Confidential that —The San Diego Union-Tribune

rare nonfiction book that keeps you turning pages.”
—Scientific American

“[Written] with wit and elegance that, by book’s end, will have
the most cantankerous capitalist thinking differently.”
—Fast Company
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