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RICINUS COMMUNIS

ne autumn morning in 1978, communist defector
and BBC journalist Georgi Markov walked across
London’s Waterloo Bridge and stood waiting at a
bus stop. He felt a painful jab 1n the back of his thigh and turned
around 1n time to see a man pick up an umbrella, mumble an apol-
ogy, and run away. Over the next few days, he developed a fever, had
trouble speaking, began throwing up blood, and fi-
nally went to the hospital, where he died.
The pathologist found hemorrhages in al-

FAMILY:
most every organ 1n his body. He also found a Fuphorbiaceae
small puncture mark on Markov’s thigh and a HABITAT: |

Warm, mild winter
climates, rich soil,
sunny areas

tiny metal pellet in his leg. The pellet contained
ricin, the poisonous extract of the castor bean
plant. Although KGB agents were suspected of

the crime, no one has ever been charged with
the infamous “umbrella murder.”

NATIVE TO:
Eastern Africa,

parts of western
Asia

Palma Christi, ricin

der perennial shrub with deeply lobed leaves,
prickly seedpods, and large, speckled seeds. '
Some of the more popular garden varieties sport ‘

red stems and splashes of burgundy on the leaves. The plant can

reach over ten feet tall in a single erowing season and will grow

oo R S into a substantial bush 1f 1t 1s not killed by a winter freeze. Only




